The confusion derives from the fact that the band pattern is similar on both arms of an idic(X) chromosome, analogous to the band pattern of an X-X translocation if the break and fusion points are identical on both homologues.'3 The observation of a normal X chromosome and a dicentric X in the same metaphase would be good evidence that the abnormal X did not arise as a translocation.
The karyotype of our patients I and 2 and the case of Philip et al.3 had a normal X in addition to an idic(X). Thus, the abnormal Xs most likely arose as isodicentric chromosomes (Fig. 5) ." Quite likely, the ancestral karyotype of the abnormal cell lines in patients I and 2 was 46,X,idic(X). 
